Video Notes: Black Death
· In the Fourteenth Century Black Death swept across Europe. In just 2-years it claimed over 20-million lives, devastating Europe.
· Yersinia pestis sat dormant as a bacillus in fleas in Central Asia. Driven by a volcano or earthquake the bacillus became active.
· Fleas on black rats spread along trade routes Black Death impacted India and China in 1348.

· Rumors of the disease spread to Europe, but nobody believed it would impact Europe.

· Merchants from Europe in the trade city of Caffa on the Black Sea. War broke out between the Christians and Muslims in Caffa. The Muslims there called upon Mongols to assist in a siege of the city.

· As the Mongols began dying around the walls of the city they catapulted dead infected bodies into the city.

· Soon the rotting corpses tainted the air and water supply. Soon many in the city began to die.

· The merchants who could tried to escape back to Italy. Flea infested rats climbed the mooring ropes and accompanied the boats on their journey back to Italy.

· The men on board the galley ships caught Black Death and died. No ports allowed the ships to dock when they saw the death onboard.
· Ships finally docked in the City of Messina and the infected fleas and rats climbed off the boat and into Italy.

· Europe was already weakened by over population, famine, drought, and diseases when Black Death arrived in 1348.

· People were devoted to the Church for learning and looked for spiritual support and explanations for the death they now encountered.

· People like Michael of Piazza prayed that the disease would not spread. It did not stop.

· After a week the plague spread throughout Messina. The city could not hold funerals or bury the dead quickly enough.

· Fleas clung to the clothes of the dead, which were then sold to others, spreading the disease.

· Nobody was safe from the Black Death. People believed that the plague was sent by God.

· Michael of Piazza survived the plague and wrote about it.

· Blisters and boils on arms, legs, and neck forced people into bed. The boils grew. By the fourth day people died.

· People were astonished and bewildered and thought they were witnessing the end of the world. They thought that it was sent by God as punishment. They thought this was hell on earth that was to occur before the return of Jesus Christ.

· Corpses littered the streets and bodies were buried in mass plague pits outside the city walls.

· Priests and family members did not attend to the sick or dead.

· Few who caught the plague survived.

· Ships were the fastest means of spreading Black Death. Within days of the arrival of a ship, the whole town was infected.

· The disease spread in waves over the land. 

· 1348 in Avignon France, Gui de Chauliac (the pope’s doctor) studied the stars and planets (planetary alignments) to explain the plague.

· The scholars in Paris declared that bad air was to blame and the only way to avoid it was with fire. Chauliac arranged a circle of fire to surround the pope for 4-months when the plague hit Avignon. No rat or flea could get close to the pope due to the fire and he did not catch Black Death.

· Many thought the corrupted atmosphere caused the plague.

· Chauliac continued to visit his patients. Soon he caught the disease himself. He attempted to treat himself and began lancing and piercing his own boils to let the poison out. He also recorded his symptoms in a journal. Eventually, Chauliac recovered.
· Chauliac diagnosed that there were two types of plagues bubonic (less severe) and pneumonic plague (far more severe).

· The rich fled while the poor stayed and suffered and died.

· Many tried using potions and their own elixirs.

· The Pope originally allowed flagellants to self-harm themselves so that God would lift his curse and save the world.

· In the end, people blamed the Church for failing to save the population.

· Many falsely blamed Jews for poisoning the drinking water and massacred many Jews.

· Eventually, the Pope banned the flagellant movement. Now people questioned whether the Church was really to be trusted or in control.

· The plague would stay in one place for a few months and then move on. By 1350 Black Death had run its course.

· Black Death killed over 1/3 of Europe’s population and changed the face of Europe forever.

· Families were torn apart, villages collapsed, and states fell due to less tax money.

· People increased their belief in God but challenged the power of the Catholic Church.

· In the late Nineteenth century scientists finally figured out the cause of Black Death was the fleas.

· After the Black Death, it returned every couple of decades but never as bad as 1348-1351.

· The children’s nursery rhyme, Ring Around the Rosie, reminds us of the Black Death’s devastation.
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